[Identification of the habitats of Radix Astragali using the correlative characteristic peaks selected by rough sets].
Correlative characteristic peaks of HPLC selected by rough sets were employed to identify the habitats of Radix Astragali. Using HPLC fingerprints of Radix Astragali sampled from different sources as examples, the reduct of attributes was achieved via rough sets, and therefore characteristic peaks correlated to identification of habitats were selected. Hierarchical cluster analysis was served for identifying the habitats of Radix Astragali. The ability of identification only using correlative characteristic peaks is more powerful than the one of whole peaks collected from HPLC fingerprints, and satisfied prediction for unknown samples is achieved. Correlative characteristic peaks obtained from rough sets can be regarded as a distinctive foundation for identifying the habitats of Radix Astragali.